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15.09 - Olive oil and its fractions, whether or not refined, but not chemically modified. 
  

1509.10 - Virgin 
  

1509.90 - Other 
  
Olive oil is the oil obtained from the fruit of the olive tree (Olea europaea L.). 
  
This heading covers : 
  
(A)  Virgin olive oils, which are obtained from the fruit of the olive tree solely by mechanical or 

other physical means (e.g., by pressing) under conditions, and particularly thermal 
conditions, that do not lead to deterioration of the oil. They must have undergone no 
treatment other than washing, decantation, centrifugation or filtration. 

        
        Virgin olive oils include : 
     

(1) Virgin olive oil suitable for consumption in the natural state. It has a clear, light yellow 
to green colour and a specific odour and taste. 

        
(2) Lampante olive oil, which has either an off-flavour taste or odour, or a free fatty acid 

content (expressed in terms of oleic acid) exceeding 3.3 g per 100 g or both these 
characteristics. It may be used as such for technical purposes or, after refining, for 
human consumption. 

  
(B)   Refined olive oil, which is obtained from the virgin olive oils referred to under Part (A) 

above by refining methods which do not lead to alterations in the initial glyceridic structure, 
or to any other modification of the structure of the constituent fatty acids. 

        
        Refined olive oil is a clear, limpid oil containing no sediment and with a free fatty acid 

content (expressed in terms of oleic acid) not exceeding 0.3 g per 100 g. 
        
        It has a yellow colour and no specific odour or taste and is suitable for human consumption 

either by itself or as a blend with virgin olive oil. 
  
(C)   Fractions and blends of the oils described under (A) and (B) above. 

  
* 

*     * 
  

The virgin olive oils of Part (A) can be distinguished from the oils of Parts (B) and (C) 
according to the Codex Alimentarius Standard 33-1981. 
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The olive oils of this heading can be distinguished from those of heading 15.10 by a negative 
Bellier reaction. 
  
In some cases, the presence of olive-residue oil can be established only by investigating the 
triterpenic diols in the unsaponifiable fraction. 

  
This heading does not cover olive-residue oil and blends of olive oil and olive-residue oil 
(heading 15.10) or re-esterified oil obtained from olive oil (heading 15.16). 
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