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96.19 - Sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins and napkin liners for babies and 

similar articles, of any material. 
  
This heading covers sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins (diapers) and napkin liners for 
babies and similar articles, including absorbent hygienic nursing pads, napkins (diapers) for 
adults with incontinence and pantyliners, of any material. 
  
In general, the articles of this heading are disposable.  Many of these articles are composed of 
(a) an inner layer (e.g., of nonwovens) designed to wick fluid from the wearer’s skin and  
thereby prevent chafing; (b) an absorbent core for collecting and storing fluid until the product 
can be disposed of; and (c) an outer layer (e.g., of plastics) to prevent leakage of fluid from the 
absorbent core.  The articles of this heading are usually shaped so that they may fit snugly to the 
human body.  This heading also includes similar traditional articles made up solely of textile 
materials, which are usually re-usable following laundering. 
  
This heading does not cover products such as disposable surgical drapes and absorbent pads for hospital 
beds, operating tables and wheelchairs or non-absorbent nursing pads or other non-absorbent articles (in 
general, classified according to their constituent material). 
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